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Tri miy-Hall in Alder gate. reet: 


On Monday, Jan. 9. 1738. 
BEFORE THE 
fen of the Grand Inqueſt 


OF THE 


Ward of ALDERSGATE: 


In Anſwer to 


Dr. Feltox's Two Dikouſes 


ON THE 
Reſurrefion of the ſame 8B'O DT; 


1n which is ſtated, 


J. The Primitive Opinion concerning the Reſur- 
rechon of the Body. 


II. That the Admiſſion of the Body into Heaven 
is no proper Reſurrection. And, 


III. That the Reſurrection is of the Soul only. 
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The Duff frall return to the Earth as it was: And the 
Spirit ur return unto God wha gave it. 
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Printed for J. Wilford, behind the Chapter Houſe, in St. Paul's 
7 Church- Y ard. 1738. Price Six-Pence. 
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T 0 MY. ' 
Worthy BRETHREN the 


Gentlemen of the Inqueſt of the 
Ward of A : 


R. John Harris, Foreman. 
Mr. D:niel Dixey. 
Mr. John Keyſe. 

r. James Newton. 
Mr. John Lepper. (4 855 
Mr. William Slann. 
Mr. William Phillips. 

Mr. John Hart. 

Mr. Richard Reily. 

Mr. John Kirk. 

Mr. William Crook. 

Mr. Thomas Cooke. 

Mr. Samuel Darker. 


This Oration on the Reſurrection is, with 
due Reſpect, inſcribed by 


GENTLEM E N, 
Your bumble Servant, 


JACOB ILIVE, 


1 Co R. xv. 50. 


Now this, I ſay Brethren, that fleſh 
and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven, neither doth Corruption 
inherit Incorruption. 


» PINIONS, like cities arid empires, 
have owed their origin to certain 
cauſes; and have, in every age like 
them, been ſubject to various changes 
and revolutions. At one time, this 
opinion has been maintained, and at 
another that, with an equal warmth and zeal, and 
fo ſtrenuouſly that the diſciples of the one have 
frequently perſecuted even to death thoſe of the 
other: and as kingdoms and empires have often, 
through time and chance, loft even their firſt form 
of government and rational conſtitution ; ſo has it 
happened in opinions, they likewiſe have, through 
time, ignorance and defign, degenerated ſo far 
from their original, that they have loſt even their 
primitive intention, and have been perverted in 


order to convey to the minds of men ideas and 
5 doctrines 
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doctrines the authors of them never intended. 
This has been the caſe of moſt theological opini- 
ons, and eſpecially of thoſe two which fall imme- 
diately under our confideration ; viz. That of the 
immediate appearance of CHRIST after his aſcen- 


fion; and of the reſurrection as conſequent there- 


on. 
Is what manner the firſt of theſe opinions a- 


roſe, viz. That of the immediate appearance of 


Chriſt after his aſcenfion, I ſhall briefly explain. 
Tu diſciples (and eſpecially the jewiſh) ac- 
companied Chrift with no other view, than to ſee 


the miracles he wrought, and to wait the crifis 


when he would reſtore the royalty to their nation, 
and free them from the roman yoke : that he was 
capable of doing this, they were convinced from 
the mighty works they ſaw him daily perform, 
and particularly from that of raifing the dead. 
Tus the common people, when they ſaw 
that our Lord had fed five thouſand of them with 
five loaves and two fiſhes, immediately conclude, 
that he was the deliverer they expected, and 
thereupon endeavour to make him a king. Ac- 
cordingly we find that a great number of people 
attended. him to Feruſalem, making loud acclama- 
tions before him, and crying, © Hoſanna to the 


4 Son of David, bleſſed is he that cometh in the 


name of the Lord, hoſanna in the higheſt.” 
Thus they treated Chrift as a temporal prince, 
and were continually expecting that he would re- 
ſtore the kingdom to Iſrael. And it will not be 
abſurd to ſuppoſe, that they alſo expected, that 
when they ſhould be led on by CHRIST to 
oppoſe the roman power, and many of them 
ſhould be ſlain in the conflict, yet this mighty 
2. man 
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man was able to reſtore their lives to them. An 
accompliſnment in a general very ſurprizing! A 
fit perſon, they thought, to be king of Jrael, who 
by his bare word was able to raiſe his dead ſub- 
jects to life. Victory and ſucceſs muſt neceſſarily 
attend ſo glorious a champion. 

Bur, at length, to their great diſappointment, 
their king is apprehended ; ſcourged and crucified 
dead and buried, and all their hopes of reftora- 
tion to their former royalty ſeem to vaniſh; but 
to the great ſurprize of the whole world, on the 
third day after his crucifixion and interment he 
re- aſſumed his body and appeared to his diſciples. ' 
Upon this event, they (the diſciples) concluded, 
that, at this time, Chriſt would reſtore the king- 
dom to Iſrael. 

No w Chriſt walked not fo publickly as he 
had done before his crucifixion, therefore ſeveral 
of his eminent diſciples made a feaſt on mount 
Olivet, and invited him and his apoſtles to partake 
of it, deſigning then to ask him directly, whether 
he would, at that time, reftore them to their 
royalty: St. Paul ſays, that above five hundred 
were preſent, 1 Cor. xv. 18. all of whom could 
not conveniently ſpeak at once, and therefore 
they choſe out from among them two as their re- 
preſentatives, who were upon that deputation 
clothed in white. Theſe two men, in the name 
of the whole body preſent, ſay to Chriſt, Lord, 
& wilt thou at this TIME reſtore the kingdom to 
& IsRAEL?” To which Chriſt anſwered; It is 
not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons 
* which the Father has put in his own power. 
** But ye ſhall receive power after that the Hol 

4 Ghoſt is come upon you: and ye ſhall be wit- 
| 3 2 t neſts 
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ce neſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem and in all Ju- 
& dea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt 
c parts of the earth.” Which anſwer was ſo un- 
expected to the repreſentatives, ſo contrary to 
their wiſhes and defires, and at that time ſo ſur- 
prizing and unintelligible, that they ſtood amaz- 
ed thereat. Amidſt their aſtoniſhment before they 
could return the anſwer to the aſſembly, while, 


Hays our hiſtorian, they (i.e. the two repreſenta- 


tives in particular, and undoubtedly the aſſembly 
alſo. who waited with impatience an anſwer to 
their joint requeſt) heheld, he was taken up, and 
a cloud received him out of their fight; This glo- 
rious action of our Saviour's was not known to 
any of the diſciples, and at this time not in the 
leaft expected. The amaze this ſtruck in the 
aſſembly was very great, and they all ſtood look- 
ing towards heaven for ſome time, till theſe two 
men, as from Jeſus declare, that Chriſt ſhall fo 
* come again, as ye have ſeen him in like manner 
* go into heaven.” 

Ueox this prophecy, the diſciples grounded a 
general expectation of Chriſt's immediate ſecond 
appearance, which undoubtedly theſe two pro- 
phets clothed. in white endeayoured, agreeable to 


their wiſhes, the reſtoration of the kingdom of 


Trae}, to infill and propagate as much as in them 
lay, and were looked upon by the vulgar as in- 
ſpired of God. | 

From hence, it plainly appears, ſprang the 
opinion, which ſoon became general, of Chriſt's 
ſecond coming : which the two deputies of the 
aſſembly delivered in ſuch terms, as gave the diſ- 
ciples a plauſible reaſon to expect the accompliſh- 
ment of their prediction daily. For obſerve they 


ſay 
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fay to them who ftood by, (i. e. to the afſem- 
bly) © Ye men of Galilee, why ftand ye gaz- 
« ing up into heaven? This ſame Jeſus which is 
© taken up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come, 
* jn like manner, as ye have ſeen him go into 
Cc heaven.” Conſequently mount Oliver was to 
be the place of Chriſt's ſecond appearance, and 
that it would be when they were aſſembled toge- 
ther, at which time theſe jewiſh diſciples expect- 
ed a reſtoration of their ancient privileges. 
TP Es E and ſuch like were the doctrines and 
arguments which flowed from theſe tranſactions, 
and which we find greatly increaſed the number 
of the diſciples, i. e. of thoſe who expected 
Chriſt's ſecond appearance and the reſtoration of 
the jewiſh government as a conſequence of that 
event; ſo that in a few days after the two men 
clothed in white had delivered this prophecy, 
three thouſand were added to the number of the 
diſciples, ACTS ii. 41. every one of whom daily 
and hourly expected Chriſt again to appear, and 
to head them, who would be his victorious ar- 
my. 
I here it muſt be remarked, that theſe men 
never ſaw Chriſt come in the manner predicted 
and expected, nor have the chriſtians from that 
day to this ſeen their prophecy fulfilled. Nor do 
the chriſtians of this age expect Chrift to come 
in like manner as he aſcended; for inſtance, ſhould 
we, after next Aſcenſion-Da), be informed, in our 
foreign prints, that Chriſt was come again, and 
deſcended in a cloud on mount Oliver, in the pre- 
ſence of five hundred chriſtians, aſſembled to a 
public feaſt, who among us proteſtants would 
give credit to ſuch a ſtory? We ſhould look upon 
it 
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it as an idle fiction or a jeſuitical cheat. Far from 
this, we expect him in a quite different manner, 
agreeable to his own words: The coming of the 


Son of man ſhall be in the clouds with power 


cc and great glory, with the voice of the archan- 
cc gel, and with the trump of God. And as the 
« lightning which ſhineth from the eaſt unto the 
« weſt, ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of man 
cc be.” Therefore the doctrine of the two de- 
puties was a mere 1magination of their own. They 
expected a private appearance of Chriſt on mount 
Olivet, we a public one that will be viſible to the 
whole world. The expectation of mount Olivet 
appearance is long ſince paſt, and our's is not yet 


COme. 


To this general expectation of Chriſt's imme- 


mediate deſcent from heaven, the diſciples un- 


doubtedly applied ſeveral expreſſions of our Lord 
as Corroborations of this their new faith and doc- 
trine; as, Watch therefore for ye know not 
* what hour your Lord doth come. Ye know 
c ncither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 


© of man cometh. He will come as a thief in 


c the night.” Which expreſſions imported, as 
they conceived, that the time of his ſecond ap- 
pearance could not be long, but muſt certainly be 
within the period of their corporal exiſtence : 
they theretore watched for and daily and hourly 
expected the immediate deſcent of Chrift, and 


thought that lightning and thunder denoted his 


appearance, Which they gathered from theſe 
words: ©* As the lightning cometh out of the eaſt 
& and ſhineth unto the weft, ſo ſhall the coming 
* of the ſon of man be, who ſhall come in the 

* clouds 
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& clouds of heaven with power and great glo- 
cc 24 | 
Now, whether theſe paſſages relate ro Chriſt's 
ſecond coming, or to the ſacking of Jeruſalem, 
wherein Chriſt repreſents himſelf as a prophecy 
to be fulfilled, will beſt appear by conſulting the 
context, and enquiring into the defign of them. 
Matth. xxiv. 42. Watch therefore for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. The whole chap- 
ter relates to the deſtruction of Feruſalem, and 
the conſequences thereof, as prophefied, and 
which did really come to pals under Titus Yeſpa- 
franus. And Chriſt having toretold this, adviſes 
his diſciples to be watchful of the event ; for, 
ſays he, ye know not the hour wherein it ſhall 
be fulfilled. To this ſenſe of the words, it may 
be objected, from ver. 29, 30, 31. that they re- 
late to the end of the world, and Chrift's appea- 
rance thereon; but this, I conceive cannot be 
underſtood in that ſenſe; becauſe, according to 
ver. 29. the end of the world ſhould have been 
now many ages paſt: for the text ſays, Immedli- 
ately after the tribulation of thoſe days, Hu all 
theſe things come to paſs ; which are not yet ful- 
filled, although it is now upwards of ſeventeen 
hundred years fince. Beſides, the tranſactions re- 
lated in this chapter from ver. 1. to ver. 35. were 
all of them to be verified in the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem whilft that generation was preſent, ver. 
Therefore, ver. 44. ſays Chriſt to his diſci- 
ples, Be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as you 
| think not, the Son of man, (the fulfilling of my 
prophecy) cometh. And Toſfephus ſays, that the 
chriſtians of Jeruſulem avoided the calamicies of | 
the deſtruction of that city by flying to Pecca, 1 
which, 
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which, he ſays, they were directed to do by an 
angel. 

. herein confiſted the error of the 
diſciples, they fancy that Chriſt would ſhortly 
come again, and apply theſe texts to ſupport 
their vain imaginations, though never uſed for 
that purpoſe by Chriſt, and conceiv'd that as he 
ſuffered by the inhabitants of Feruſalem, that 
therefore he would appear and revenge his wrongs 
in the deſtruction of their city. But here is the 
difference, Chriſt really appears in the prophecy, 


but they expected him to appear perſonally. 
Bur as this doctrine of Chriſt's ſecond com- 


ing took its riſe from the prophets of mount Oli- 
vet, ſo we find the apoſtles, and St. Paul in par- 
ticular, teaching ſtrenuouſſy this hypotheſis: he 
fays in his epiftle to the Corinthians : © Come ye 
4c behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of 
* our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye may be blame- 
“ leſs.” And St. Peter ſays, that this doctrine of 
the expectation of Chriſt's immediate appearance 
| Was no cunningly deviſed fable. And the apoſtles 
make it a ſtrong argument why the diſciples ſhould 
remain unſhaken in the faith: We beſeech you 
* by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrift that ye 
tc be not ſoon ſhaken in mind. Therefore ſtand 
« faſt, and hold the traditions that ye have been 
c taught, whether by word, or our epiſtle. ” 
And St. James ſays: Be patient, for the com- 
* ing of the Lord draweth nigh: behold, the 
« judge ſtandeth at the door.” 
Bur though the prophets and apoftles had 
thus foretold the immediate deſcent of Chriſt a 
ſecond time from heaven, and inculcated it as a 


fundamental of their faith, yet we find that ſeve- 
ra! 
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ral of the diſciples died without ſeeing their pre- 
diction fulfilled. From hence aroſe a great un- 
eaſineſs among the diſciples, and ſome imagined, 
undoubtedly, that the coming of Chriſt as pre- 
dicted was long betore 1ts accompliſhment. This 
was ſome confiderable time after the aſcenſion, 
though before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; and 
many of thoſe who had been orally aſſured by 
theſe preachers that they ſhould live to ſee Chriſt 
come again, died. 

Tus you ſee, in what manner, the opinion 
of Chriſt's ſecond coming aroſe and became an 
article of the chriſtian faith. But as one opinion 
uſually begets another, ſo we ſhall find that from 
hence ſprang the doctrine of the reſurrection of 
the body, which is the ſecond thing to be con- 
ſidered. 

T ne apoſtle St. Paul, having conſtantly inſiſt- 
ed on Chriſt's immediate appearance in his argu- 
ments to the people to embrace chriſtianity, and 
it not coming to pals directly as he expected, flies 
to the invention of a new doctrine to ſupport his 
cauſe. This was the doctrine of the reſurrection 


of the ſame body. And this plainly appears from 


the conteſt between him and the Theſſalonians. 
They athrmed, that Chrift delayed his coming, 
and that though St. Paul had promiſed them that 
they ſhould ſee Chriſt again, yet ſeveral of them 
were dead, and conſequently could not ſee him, 
and therefore ſaid they, You have herein impo- 
fed on us. To this accuſation, the apoſtle, mov- 
ed” with their importunities, by way of reply, 
bids them be quiet and mind their own buſineſs. 
„For we fay unto you by the word of the Lord, 
e that we which are alive and remain unto the 
| C coming. 
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« coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them 


c which are aſleep, they ſhall riſe firſt by the 
cc voice of the trump of God, and then we ſhall 
cc be caught up to meet them: Wherefore com- 
cc fort one another with theſe words.” He then 
proceeds and tells them, that the appearance of 
Chriſt and the terreſtrial reſurrection of the bo- 
dies of the chriftians was to be performed in 2 
military way, and that they were to be Chriſt's 
great army. The Lord himſelf, ſays he, ſhall 

& deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the 
& voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
& God; and the dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt.” 
He alſo tells them, that he expected Chrift's ap- 
pearanee whilſt he was in thefleſh, then we which 
are alive ſhall remain and meet the Lord. St. Paul 
likewiſe was of opinion, that this army, headed 
by Chriſt, was to fight and deftroy all thoſe who 
would not be ſubject to him; for he ſays, when 


' THEY, i. e. all thoſe who oppoſe theſe our doc- 


trines, and perſecute us chriſtians, ſhall ſay, peace 


end ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon 


them ; 1. e. the Lord ſhall deſcend from heaven 
from heaven with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God, and we and the dead 
fleeping chriftians, compoſing Chriſt's victorious 
army, ſhall ſhddenly deftroy theſe infidels. The 
apoftle goes yet farther and gives them his word, 
that if it had been needful, he would have told 
them the very time, wherein Chriſt would have 
appeared, and the bodies of the believers would 
be raiſed to compole this army, but thought it 
more proper to appeal to their own knowledge : 
For, ſays he, hour ſelves KNOW PERFECTLY that 


the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night. 
3 FRO M 
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FROM what has been ſaid, it is evident, that 
the primitive chriſtians did, after mount Olivet aſ- 
cenfion, expect an immediate deſcent of our Lord 
from heaven, and that he would at that time do 
ſome great things for the jewiſh people. But this 
not happening ſo directly as they wiſhed, and ſe- 
veral who were preſent at the aſcenfion dying, 
they concluded, that their dead on Chriſt's appea- 

france would be raiſed from their graves ; eſpeci- 
ally confidering the ſmallneſs of their number in 
reſpect of the whole world, or even the roman 
power, they could not reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
they, unleſs their dead were then raiſed, ſhould 
be a match for them. The defign of raifing the 
body, they it is plain apprehended, was to fight 
and overcome all that ſhould oppoſe Chrift, and 
then to live and reign with him a halcyon time. 
But it does not appear, that the diſciples at this 
time fo much as imagined their bodies were to be 
tranſlated into heaven. As for my own part, I 
cannot perceive that any one of the apoſtles teach 
this doctrine, viz. The aſcenfion of the ſame nu- 
merical body into heaven. They did, it is true, 
expect that Chriſt would immediately appear once 
more upon earth, and as he raiſed dead Lazarus, he | 
would in like manner raiſe them up toſhare in his 9 
kingdom and power: but then it is to be obſerv'd, 
that though Chrift raiſed Lazarus to life, yet in 
a few years he died again; and ſo would it have 
happened to theſe diſciples. Hence this reſurrec- 
tion of the identical bodies was to be terreſtrial, 
not celeſtial ; they were to live in this world, not 
in heaven. „ 

THe apoſtles tranſmitted theſe opinions to their 

ſucceſſors, and we find that the jews and hearhens 
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looked upon them to be the fundamentals of their 
faith, and the baſis of their exalted hopes and expec- 
tations, I mean, thofe deſires they had of meeting 
Chriſt on earth, imbodied, and ſubduing the whole 
world. In derifion of which, the heathens of that 
age reduced to aſhes the yery bones of the primi- 
tive martyrs, and either threw them into rivers, 
or ſcattered them as duſt before the wind, that fo 


. they might prevent their being embalmed, which 
Vas à cuſtom at that day, and thereby fruftrate 


the chriſtians hope of a corporal reſurrection, 
which hope, ſays Euſebius, enabled the primitive 
heroes to ſuffer death joytully, and to undergo all 
kinds of affliction for their religion. From this 
doctrine of a terreſtrial reſurrection aroſe the cu- 
ſtom of embalming the bodies of the faints, to 
fave (if I may ſo ſpeak) Chriſt the trouble of 
gathering together the ſcattered particles of their 
bodies at the time of his ſecond coming; beſides, 
as Chriſt delayed his appearance, they fancied he: 
would not deſcend from heaven again till the ex- 
piration of one hundred years, it was accounted a 
religious act to preſerve the bodies of chriſtian 
profeſſors. | 

_ Clemens Romanus, who lived in the firſt centu- 
ry, believed a terreſtrial reſurrection of chriſtian 
bodies: “ Say not, ſays he, that this ſame fleſh 
&« is not to be judged, and not to be raiſed again; 


for as ye were called in the fleſh, ſo ſhall ye 
come and receive your reward.” From hence 


it is plain, that this writer and father of the church 
expected a terreftrial corporal reſurrection, and 
not a celeſtial one, becauſe he then would have 
diſtinguiſhed becween the one and the other. 


Jrendus, 
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Irenaus, in the ſecond century, inculcates the 
ſame doctrine of the immediate appearance of 


Chriſt, and of his raifing to life the putrid or em- 
balmed bodies of the ſleeping ſaints as conſequent 
thereon: He ſays, That Chriſt will come to 
« judge the quick and the dead by raiſing their 
4c fleſh.” And about this time, it happened, that 
all thoſe who could not believe and receive as an 
article of faith this grand abſurdity was ſtigma- 
tized with the name of Hereticks, Now the 
Zan Avacaors Of Ireneus, and his predeceſſors 
was only this, The fanding of the fleſh again in the 
ſame flate it had been in before. Which is the 
plain and obvious ſenſe of the words. And there- 
fore, according to him, the fleſh, or body, was 
to be raiſed again to live on earth, which was the 
place 'in which it was formed, and had lived for 
ſome time. And this vulgar opinion of Chriſt's 
immediate appearance upon earth, to raiſe again 
to life the departed ſaints, led the heretick Cerin- 
thus publickly to teach: That when Chriſt ap- 
* peared he would give unto his followers all 
* manner of carnal delights and pleaſures.” 
But to proceed : 

W Hen all the apoſtles and their immediate 
ſucceſſors were dead, and this their wr aue 
of Chriſt's appearance, and of the reſurrection 
thereon grew languid among the diſciples, ſome 
cunning preachers took upon them to explain cer- 
tain paſſages. of their epiſtles, and from thence 


they advanced this doctrine, with a view to a fu- 


ture reſurrection and judgment at the end of the 
World: viz. That all men ſhall riſe again with 
their bodies, and give an account for their own 
works; and that thoſe that had done well ſhould 
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14 The Doctrine of the 


(c go into life EVer laſting, and thoſe that had 
4 done evil into everlaſting fire.” 


Tnvus having coined this doctrine it gave 
fome ſatisfaction to the diſciples, and they finding 
ſucceſs herein, made it one of the fundamental arti- 
cles of chriſtianity, and they took care continually 
to inſtill this doctrine into the minds of their pu- 
pils, and to puniſh all thoſe who ſhould oppoſe it. 
Hence this abſurdity ſoon became the grand cha- 
racteriftic of chriftianity ; nay fo afraid were they 
that this their beloved doctrine ſhould be explod- 
ed, that they (as ſoon as they had the power) 
burnt and deſtroy'd the writings of Celſus, Por- 
phyry and Fulian who wrote againſt it. 

To confute this doctrine of the reſurrection of 
the body as now taught among us, we need not 
go far, the words of our text are an effectual 
proof of the contrary opinion. Now this, I ſay 
brethren, that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
dom of heaven, neither doth corruption inherit in- 
Corruption. 5 


From hence ] ſhall conſider, 


I. Tux deſign of the apoſtle in this chapter, and 
explain ſeveral paſſages contained in it, which at 
firſt fight may ſeem repugnant to our text. 


II. Axs wER the aſſertions of thoſe who maintain 
the identical reſurrection of the body. And 


III. Ass ENT the ſcriptural doctrine of the reſur- 
rection of the juſt. 


I. I ſhall confider the defign of the apoſtle in 
this chapter, and explain ſeveral paffages contained 
IN 


3 
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in it, which at firſt fight ſeem repugnant to our 
text. 


THERA E js certainly not a greater truth in the 
chriſtian theology, than that our Lord did, after 
his crucifixion, within three days, aſſume his own 
body, the ſame numerical body that was wounded 
on the croſs. But, what was the conſequence of 
this? Some chriſtians, doubtleſs, imagined that 
they alſo, after death, or martyrdom rather, 
ſhould riſe on the third day; but through time 
and experience ſurviving diſciples finding this a 
vain thought, and likewiſe that Chriſt delayed his 
appearance, the Corinthians particularly, proceed 
to deny a terreſtrial reſurrection of the ſame body. 
Now the apoſtle St. Paul, being of opinion, that 
the dead chriſtian bodies ſhould be raiſed at the 
appearance of Chriſt, which he daily expected, is 
angry with his pupils, and reproves them thus: 
Now it Chrift be preached that he roſe from 
the dead, how ſay lome among you, that there 
is no reſurrection of the dead? Rut if there is 
no reſurrection of the dead, then is Chriſt not 
« riſen. But every man in his own order, Chriſt 
ce the firſt-fruits, afterwards they that are Chriſt's 
& at his coming, i. e. when Chrift comes thoſe 
who have been dead longeſt ſhall riſe firſt, which 
is every man in his order. Therefore, before 
theſe Corinthians (or the then ſurviving diſciples) 
were to ſee this terreſtrial reſurrection of the bo- 
dies of their aſſociates and companions Chriſt was 
to appear, and then he that dicd firſt of them, was 
to be raiſed firſt. And this is all the apoſtle in- 
tends by his argument from the beginning of this 
chapter to the 34th verſe. If any one from thence 
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16 The Doctrine of the 


ſhould ſay, that the apoſtles taught the reſurrec- 
tion of the ſame numerical body, I ſay fo too: 
but then it is a juſt obſervation, they never lived 
to ſee the reſurrection of the body come to paſs, 
although they daily expected the coming of 
Chriſt, and the performance of it, as a conſe- 
quence thereof, This their hope was groundleſs, 
abſurd in itſelf, contrary to nature, unreaſonable 
and unſcriptural too. For Chriſt had never told 
them, that there ſhould be ſuch a corporal re- 
ſurrection. He never ſaid to them: * Be of 
“ good cheer, ſuffer death joyfully for my ſake, 
« vill ſhortly come to you, after J have aſcend- 


ed, and raiſe your dead bodies.” No. This 


doctrine of the reſurrection of the body cannot 


be proved from any paſſage contained in either of 


the evangeliſts. | 
FROM what has been ſaid, it evidently ap- 


rs, that the firſt part of this chapter relates to 
the daily hope St. Paul and his pupils had of 
Chriſt's ſecond coming, and of the immediate re- 
furrection of the.ſame numerical bodies of the de- 
parted chriſtians, and which was the general daily 
and hourly expectation of the diſciples of that age; 


ſo that this part of the chapter does not in the leaft 


claſh with the words of our text ; becauſe nothing 
is more certain than that human bodies are capable 
of ſubfiſtence in this orb, in the place that 1s na- 
tural to them, though not for a long time. And 
this is St. Paul's very argument, viz. That 
« Chriſt's reſurrection of his own numerical bo- 
« dy, and its exiftence on earth, is a ſure and 
ce infallible evidence that our bodies ſhall be raiſ- 
« ed and exiſt in the ſame place and manner. For, 


« fxys he, Chrift is not raiſed up, if fo be the dead 
« ſhall 


Reſurrection Pated. 17 


te ſhall not be raiſed.” And this was a terreſtrial 
reſurrection which he daily expected, as is plain 
even from the very nature of the thing itſelf; for 
ſo Chriſt's was; his body appeared on earth after 
his crucifixion and death, and therefore the reſur- 
rection of the ſame numerical bodies muſt firſt be 
terreſtrial, becauſe the bodies ariſe out of the 
earth, if, according to vulgar opinion, they be 
(though vainly) ſuppoſed to aſcend afterwards 
into heaven. | ” : 

TAE intent of the apoſtle then in this part of 
the chapter, it is manifeſt, was to anſwer the ob- 
jections that ſome „ the diſciples had raiſed A* 
gainſt this doctrine of the reſurrection of the bo- 
dy then daily and hourly expected, on the appea- 
rance of Chriſt ; for EHymenæus and Philetus had 
ſpoken againſt it, and are ch 
as teaching that the reſurrection was already paſt ; 
and this was, as it related to the body of Chriſt, a 
certain truth : but the apoſtle did not account it 
vain to expect the immediate reſurrection of the 
bodies of the ſleeping ſaints: No, ſo far was he 
from this, that he bids the diſciples avoid theſe 
men, Let every man, ſays he, that nameth the 
name of Chrift, depart from iniquity, i. e. Let him 
depart from and avoid the company and conver- 
ſation of Hymenæus and Philetus and their adhe- 


rents; let him depart from thoſe who will not be- 


lieve our doctrine, who teach doctrines which we 
the apoſtles have not taught, neither by word or 
epiſtle; but eſpecially do thou Timothy hold our 
taith, and be ye ſtedfaſt therein. But, notwith- 
ſtanding this, though the writings of Hymenæus 
and Philetus are not come down to us, we may 


learn from the apoſtle's own words, how preva- 
D lent, 
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lent, engaging, perſuaſive and truly convincing 
their hypotheſis was; though St. Paul has ex- 
preſſed it ſuitable to his defign, I mean that of 
defending a doctrine of which he was patron. 
Their woRD, ſays he, will eat as doth a ANKER. 
And Timothy avoid thou vain and profane babbling, 
and oppoſition of sc EXE falſely ſo called, which 


fome profeſſing have erred concerning the FAITH. 


t ſeems, they had reaſoned from the nature of 


things, that it was altogether impofſible that the 


body ſhould riſe, and that it was a miracle that 
Chrift had wrought in raifing his body as a ſanc- 
tion to his doctrine; and that there was no foun- 
dation in ſcripture and reaſon to expect a ſecond 
appearance of Chriſt, nor of the reſurrection of 
the bodies of the ſaints. | 

ALL which, St. Paul, ftigmatizes with the 
odious appellations of vain and prophane babblings, 
and we do not find, that he ſo much as offers any 
reaſons in his cautions to Timothy to prove the 
contrary of what Hymengus and Philetus had pub- 
lickly aſſerted, but contents himſelf with anathe- 
matizing their doctrines. Therefore we may pa- 
raphraſe the apoſtle's words thus: The reaſons 
and arguments which Hymenæus and Philetus, 
« and thoſe of their perſuafion do uſe againft our 
* doctrine that Chriſt will ſuddenly appear again 
* on mount Olivet, and raiſe our dead, are ſo 


plain and eaſy and fo convincing that all thoſe 


* who hear them reaſon are in danger of being 
* proſelyted to their party; but our doctrine of 
the reſurrection of the body is built on myſte- 
ry and revelation, and cannot be ſupported by 
the arguments ariſing from reaſon, but by thoſe 
« only which have their foundation in faith; 

therefore 


A 


* 


>. 
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e therefore Timothy do thou thyſelf, and charge 
* thou thy flock to have no dealings or converſe 
cc with them; let them be to you, for thus op- 
c poſing our doctrines, written in our epiſtles, as 
cc perſons given to ſatan, and do you and all our 
<« diſciples buffet them, that their ſouls may be 
« ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus.” 
THE apoſtle from the thirty-fourth verſe to 
the end of this chapter proceeds to ſtate the true 
and proper reſurrection of the dead, which being 
the ſubject of our third general Head, we ſhall 
proceed, 
II. To refute the aſſertions of thoſe who en- 
deavour to prove the identical reſurrection of the 
ſame numerical bodies of men, at the judgment of 


the laft day, and their admiſſion into heaven. 


Anp here it may be obſerved, that the wri- 
ters in defence of this doctrine are very numerous, 
the lateſt of them, who ſeems in brief to have 
ſummed up whatever the others have ſaid, will 
be ſufficient to be anſwered: I mean, thoſe argu- 
ments advanced in behalf of this doctrine by the 
Reverend Dr. HENRY FtriToNn. * 

W begin with his text, which is part of that 
very chapter I have taken mine from, that is, 
1 Cor. xv. 23. But every man in his own order, 
Chrift the Hirſt-fruits, afterwards they that are 
Chrifi's, at bis coming, From which words I ex- 

BO pected 


* See his Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Oxford, 
on Low Monday, 1725. on the Reſurrection of the fame Body. 
And his Diſcourſe on the Order and Manner of the Reſurrec- 
tion, publiſhed ſome time afterwards. Which Treatiſes fell 
not into my Hands till September 1733. 
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pected to have been entertained with a philoſo- 
phical and mathematical demonſtration proving, 
that Chriſt would appear with his body, and that 
1t would be natural for him who died firſt, to riſe 
firſt: for inſtance, I imagined, that our author 
would have endeavoured to have proved from 
this and other texts of fcripture, that Adam's ſoul 
and body, which had been ſeparated ſo many 
ages, would riſe next after Chriſt's appearance, 
and conſequently that AbePs reſurrection would 
precede Cains; and fo of Eve, Seth, Methuſelah, 
and all the Antediluvians, and then Noah, his ſons 
and their poſterity, then Moſes and his people, 
and after them the firſt Chriſtians : But inſtead of 
this the doctor tells us; That St. Paul in this 
5 part of his epiſtle treats profeſſedly of the re- 
t ſurrection of the dead. And then he adds; that 
© the apoſtle having laid the reſurrection of Chriſt 
& fora foundation proceeds to confute the hereſy 
& of thoſe who ſaid there was no reſurrection of 
* the dead, arguing reciprocally from Chriſt's re- 
* ſurrection to our's, as they do mutually infer 
& each other.“ Hereby our author undertakes to 
prove, that the apoſtle ſtrenuouſly maintained 
from Chriſt's reſurrection of his ſame numerical 
body, the reſurrection of our identical bodies in 
the fame manner, and their admiſſion into eterni- 
ty at the laſt day; but I humbly apprehend the 
doctor has quite miſtook the meaning and deſign 
of St. Paul. For it is evident, from what has 
been ſaid, that the firſt chriſtians did expect Chriſt 
to deſcend immediately from heaven after his aſ- 
cenſion on mount Olivet to live upon earth again, 
and that conſequent of ſuch his deſcent and appea- 
rance, the bodics of as many of the diſciples as 
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Nlept, they imagined, would be united to their 
ſouls, and come out of their ſepulchres, and live 
and reign with him: therefore the apoſtle's mean- 
ing is confined to that daily and hourly expecta- 
tion of the diſciples, a terreſtrial reſurrection, and 
his argument is plainly this: Brethren, I won- 
eder that ye ſhould ſo much as begin to queſtion 
ce a terreſtrial reſurrection of the bodies of thoſe 
* who are fallen aſleep among us: it is as certain 
te that there will be ſuch a reſurrection as we 
«© have preached to you, as that Chriſt raiſed his 
e own body, and he who denies this reſurrection 
c which we daily and hourly expect on the im- 
* mediate appearance of Chriſt, may as well de- 
4 ny the reſurrection of the ſame numerical body 
c of Chriſt's And therefore confider within 
* yourſelves, be quiet and eaſy, minding your 
* own bufineſs; for if you believe, that Chriſt's 
* body was raiſed, you ought allo to believe our 
* doctrine of the terreſtrial reſurrection of the 
6 jdentical bodies of the ſleeping ſaints, which 
* doctrines we have not only taught you by word 
e or ſpeech, but alſo by letters, epiſtles, expreſ- 
c fing our minds herein.” 


For, continues the apoſtle, ſince by man came 


death, by man came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. 
Which he explains by the following argument: 
For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chrift all all 


be made alive. The meaning and true intent of 


Which is: That after Adam died there was no 
expectation of a terreſtrial reſurrection of human 
bodies, but now as Chriſt is riſen from the dead, 
hath aſſumed his own body, all hereafter when 
he ſhall appear, (which St. Paul daily expected) 
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by him comes the reſurrection of the bodies of 
the ſleeping faints. | 

Ouxk author, purſuing his doQtzine, ſays, 
<< That no other reaſog can be affigned for the 
c death and reſurrection of Chriſt than on ac- 
cc count of our's,” that is as he himſelf explains 
it, that Chriſt died. and roſe again to prefigure 
tc the death and reſurrection of our bodies, and 


their aſcenſion into heaven.” He ſays abſo- 


lutely no other reaſon can be aſſigned for Chriſt's 
death and reſurrection than this. I cannot ſub- 
ſcribe to the doctor's opinion, becauſe I think it 
is evident, that Chriſt ſuffered himſelf to be put 
to death, and did afterwards re- aſſume his body, 
to declare thereby the truth and verity of his doc- 
trines. And this is the very reaſon given by our 
Saviour, who, having for three years preached to 
us the glad tidings of our reconciliation to God, 
and laid down thoſe rules and maxims, which if 
received and practiced by us will render us ſons 
of God, ſome time before his crucifixion, gives 


this as a ſign and token whereby they ſhould judge 


of the truth of his doctrine, and which if it came 
to paſs, would juſtify them in adhering to his 
principles: Behold, ſays he, I go up to Feruſalem, 
and there Iſball be condemned to death, and ſhall be 


deliuered to the Gentiles, and there crucified; and 


on the third day Iwill riſe again. And this was 
the ſign Chriſt gave to the levites, Sc. ſpeaking 


of his body, Deftroy this temple, and in three days 


1 will build it up again. This is the only reaſon 
that can properly be aſſigned for this great and 
tremendous tranſaction, and which I believe the 


doctor has overlooked. But admitting, that the 
doctor's 
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doctor's reaſon is one of thoſe that may be aſſign- 
ed for the death and reſurrection of Chriſt, i. e. 
to prefigure our's. Pray how does it prefigure 
our's? Did any of the primitive or later chriſtians 
who were put to death riſe on the third day, and 
on the fortieth afterwards aſcend into heaven? 
For if Chriſt's death prefigured our's, then every 
one ſhould die and riſe as he did. But this is not 
the caſe, ſo that our author has not aſſigned any 
reaſon at all, much leſs the only one for Chriſt's 
death and reſurrection. 

HE ſays: That Chrift is to be confidered as 
c lord and judge of the dead, (i. e. of putrid bo- 
« dies) as the head of the body, and the firſt- 
« fruits of the dead: Allowing this affertion 
of our author's, it is certain, that no dead body 
ever roſe before Chriſt's dead body; for if any 
dead body betore that time became a living body, 
then Chriſt's dead body could not have been the 
Hrſt- fruits of the dead bodies; for from the be- 
ginning of the world to this day no man ever aſ- 
ſumed his own body after death. But it ſeems 
Chriſt's re- aſſumption of his body conſtitutes, 
ſays the doctor, Chriſt judge of all dead bodies, 
which, he affirms, Chriſt cannot be, if our bodies 
lie in their graves for ever. But pray, Can the 
graves ſcreen and ſhelter them from his power 
and authority? Is not Chriſt properly a judge of 
all dead bodies, allowing according to my hypo- 
thefis, that they never ariſe out of their graves, 
becauſe Chriſt has already adjudged them: Duf 
thou art, and unto duft thou ſhalt return. But, 
ſays our author, * Chriſt cannot be the head of 
e the body, (he means, captain of us chriſtians) 


* unleſs the members, (our dead putrid bodies) 
-- {hall 
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& ſhall riſe as well as the head; nor the firſt fruits 
c from the dead, unleſs the dead do follow.” To 
explain our author his meaning muſt be this : The 
truth of the fact of Chriſt's aſſumption of his bo- 
dy, which was crucified and buried in Fudea, 
will not be truth if all our carcaſes be not raiſed 
again after death: ſo that according to this, we 
muſt ſuſpend our belief of that great and glorious 
tranſaction till that time, for, argues the doctor, 
though Chriſt wrought ſo great a miracle, he is 
not the firſt- fruits from the dead, if our bodies 
riſe not. | 
O u x author, making uſe of the figure Syncope, 
tells us, That the whole argument is ſummed 
cc up and put upon this ſhort alternative, by join- 
cc ing the fixteenth and twentieth verſes, F the 
ce dead riſe not, then is Chrift not riſen : But Chris 
cc ig riſen, and become the Firft-fruits of them that 
& ſept. And then he adds: © Chriſt is riſen, - 
< therefore we ſhall riſe alſo.” Which words re- 
late only to the terreſtrial reſurrection of the ſame 
numerical bodies of the ſleeping ſaints on the then 
expectation of the immediate and preſent ſecond 
coming of Chrift, and not as our author vainly 
imagines. 

' Tre doctor affirms, * That the ſoul will be 
& conſcious of its ſeparation after death, but the 
6 body will not:” True. And yet he after- 
wards ſays, ** The ſoul is not the perſon, nor will 
he allow perſonality to the ſoul till its re- union 
with the body.” Rut I apprehend that the ſoul 
is the perſon, and that even in its union with the 
body, thinks, acts, and conducts it, and nothing 
is more certain than that the body is only a ma- 
chine, the clog and priſon of the ſoul, and that 

the 
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the ſoul, when diſunited from the body, is more 
capable of action than before; and conſequently 
as the ſoul is the only thinking intelligent part of 
as, perſonality muſt be the property of the ſoul in 
the ſtate of ſeparation. But how the doctor came 
to know, That after the ſeparation of the foul and 
body, the ſoul finds that perſonality which reſult- 
ed from the union of ſoul and boay, to be diſ- 
folved, I cannot imagine. He cites no text of 
ſcripture to prove, that perſonality is not the pro- 
perty of the ſoul. Now, as I have elſewhere * 
undeniably and unanſwerably proved, That the 
ſouls of men are the apoſtate angels, perſonality 
muſt belong to the ſoul only, and therefore the 
foul will be conſcious of its perſonality, after its 
diſunion from the body, as well as it was before 
its union thereto. Nay, the ſoul is now conſcious 
of its perſonality, and is ſenſible that it is not be- 
holden to the body for its exiſtence; the ſoul re- 
gards the body only as a machine, and as an in- 
ſtrument in its power to execute its will. As this 
is the caſe, I fix perſonality to the ſoul only, agree- 
ing with the doctor, © that the foul is ſtill the 
« ſame as long as it exiſts in the body, or out of 
* the body.” | 2 0 
Ho WE VER, ſays he, perſonality may be 
« applicable to intelligent agents, in man perſo- 
* nality reſulteth from the whole conſtitution.“ 
So that angels are perſons becauſe they are intelli- f 
gent agents. And as the ſouls of men are the 0 
| apoſtate angels, ſo I affirm, that perſonality is as 
properly applicable to the fouls of men as to thoſe 
E angels 


— Lal + 
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* See my Oration ſpoke at Joyners Hall, on the Fall of the 
Angels, printed in 1733. 
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angels, our ancient companions and fellow citizens 
now in heaven. And as the ſoul is naturally eter- 
nal in its own duration, may and is capable of ſub- 
ſiſting during the infinite ſpace of eternity, to what 
can perſonality more reaſonably be applied? 

No , as my hypotheſis declares, that the ſoul 
or angel will not be united to its body in order for 
its admiſſion into eternity, ſo likewiſe it plainly 


ſhews, that the ſoul is pre- exiſtent to the body, 


may have been ſeveral times imbodied, and will 
hereafter exift without the body in endleſs bliſs. 
Here then perſonality is to be confined, the iden- 
tity of perſon is the privilege of the ſoul whether 
incorporate or not, it is this that may be ſaved, 
now in the day of the Lord Jeſus. It is this per- 
ſon who rebelled againſt God in heaven, and hav- 
ing been ſubject to the decree and laws of the pe- 
riod of incorporality, will riſe, in the reſurrection 
of the juſt to the ſtate he loſt, | 
A Ov author affirms, That the identity of per- 
on (ſpeaking of the body) confiſts in the princi- 
ples of individuation, and that there is a principle 
of individuation which makes the body one and 
the ſame. Here I expected, that the doctor would 
have proved from the nature of things, that the 
body was indivifible, immortal, eternal, not capa- 
ble of mutilation, nor its parts, after death, to be 
ſcattered, mouldered, decayed, putrid, loſt, con- 
creted into the animal life of man, beafts, birds, 
fiſhes, vegetive life of trees, plants, Ic. but no- 
thing of this occurs, beſides aſſertion only. And 
then he adds: That the principle of individua- 
e tion is that which fixes their numerical and fin- 
* gular exiſtence, that is, it diſtinguiſhes and de- 
termines the body of a man from that of a horſe, 
|, | 1 
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a bull, a dog, Sc. ſo that if the body of a man 


lays claim to identity and perſonality, even fo, ac- 
cording to this argument, do thoſe of a beaſt; 
which, I hope, no one will allow. The body, 
{ apprehend, and fo daily experience teaches, is 
ſubject to diviſion, to be ſeparated into innume- 
rable parts, and to be reduced to its mother earth, 
to become the prey of worms, the food of fiſhes, 
man or beaſt. As this is the caſe of the body, nei- 
ther identity nor perſonality can 1n the leaft belong 
to it. On the other hand, the ſoul is by the laws 
of its being indiviſible, immaterial, and immortal, 
and therefore identity and perſonality is the privi- 
lege of the foul only, notwithſtanding our author's 
arguments to the contrary. 

N a y farther, did not the inferior creatures 
miniſter ſupport and aliment to our bodies, the 
diſfolutioa of them would inſtantaneouſly follow; 
for they are recruited, repaired, ſuſtained and nou- 
riſhed by the eating of the fleſh of beaſts, birds, 
fiſhes, Fc. which conſequently become alimen- 
tory parts of our bodies, and our blood 1s anima- 
ted and increaſed by Wine, Beer, Sc. ſo that the 
fleſh of the beaſts are tranſmuted into tHe fleſh of 
our bodies by concretion. And as their bodies 
thus befriend us, ſo do our bodies become food 
for the beaſts, birds or infects, and as naturally 
ſuſtain, ſupport and nouriſh their bodies, and are 
by the laws of concretion tranſmuted into their 
bodies. Now, what pretence (as this 13 the very 


caſe) can human bodies have to the principle of 


individuation even whilſt they exiſt, becauſe they 
are now daily ſubject to change, increaſe, diviſion 


and ſeparation, agrecable to the ancient and natural 


decree, Duft thou art, and to duſt thou fhalt return. 
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How EVER, though I fix perſonality to the 
ſoul only, excluſive to the body, which I look 
ypon to be no more a part of the foul, than the 
clothes a man wears are a part of his body, yet, 
with our author, I allow, „ That there is in man 
an animal life and animal functions anſwerable to 

thoſe in brutes: that this life is maintained, and 
theſe functions performed, and the ſpecies con- 
* tinued, in a manner exactly correſpondent in 
man and beaft : That death, or the diſſolution 
of this animal hfe, happens 1n the fame way to 
both, by age, by ſickneſs, or by violence. And 
& farther, that the body hath life and ſenſation in 
& as great a degree as the brutes : that the concu- 
« piſcible appetites belong properly to the animal 
& life, without reſpect to the rational, and it is 
& the brute part in us, that is carried out to ſen- 
e ſual pleaſures, to lewdneſs and intemperance. 
* The ſoul has no ſhare in theſe things, but con- 
ä ſent and conſciouſneſs. Thele are actions re- 
< ſulting from the animal life alone, and are pro- 
4 per to brutes as to men.“ Rut this brutality, or 

as the doctor terms it, this animal life of ours, 1s 
after death to be raiſed again hereafter to enjoy 
eternal celeſtial happineſs, or infernal eternal mi- 
ſery; for which he affigns this reaſon, namely, 
that man, as he is a rational intelligent being, is 
accountable for all his actions, but the brutes are 
not accountable, becauſe not endued with reaſon. 
This, indeed, is an argument for the reſurrection 
of our ſouls though not for our bodies. 

To give a full anſwer to which, I beg leave 
to make the following obſervations. BETS 

1. THAT the animal life of man has its origin 
in this world, takes its body and ſenſations from 
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its parents; and is from them endued with all thoſe 


faculties which are not only the privileges of men 


but of beaſts alſo, agreeable to ancient law, In- 
creaſe and multiply, Here we muſt fix the begin- 
ning of the body and animal life of man, in this 
place, in this earth, 1n this hell. | 

2. THAT therefore the body and animal life 
of man was never in the celeſtial region, was no 
inhabitant of heaven, or companion of the bleſſed 
angels, For what body hath ſeen God at any 
time, or who hath aſcended into the holy of ho- 
lies? And now, this I ſay, Brethren, that fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption. 

3. THAT the body 1s puniſhed during its ani- 
mal life, if it acts thoſe things that are contrary 
or prejudicial to its preſent health and welfare. 
And all fin and irregularity committed by the bo- 
dy receives its natural and conſequent puniſhment 
in this world, and the puniſhment of every fin and 
regularity is adequate to the crime committed, 
and always follows the act. Wherefore, it would 
in the nature of things, be an abſolute abſurdity 
to ſuppoſe, that: the animal part of us will be 
again reſtored to life, and animally (for fo it muſt, 
if at all) be puniſhed to eternity. 


4. THAT as the animal life, or part of man is 


terreſtrial, ſo alſo ſhould its reward or puniſhment 
be: becauſe as all acts of fin committed by the 
animal part are finite, ſo alſo (to. make a rational 
judgment) muſt all puniſhment be. And this is 
the reaſon, becauſe there is no compariſon be- 
twixt finity and infinity, but there is, it muſt be 
allowed, juſtice in puniſhing finite crimes with fi- 
nite puniſhments, 

3 5. THAT 
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g. THAT as brutes do not exiſt after death, or 


that it is ſo much as pretended their bodies ſhall 


riſe again, no more ſhall the brutal part of us ever 
be quickened to live even upon this earth, much 
leſs to inherit the manſions of bliſs to eternity, or 
be doomed to the profundity of hell to endure 
endleſs torments. For as dies the beaſt fo dies 
the animal part, our corporal exiſtence. 

No w it remains that I ſay ſomething concern- 
mg our ſouls, how far the evil actions of the body 
may be prejudicial to the intereſt of our eternal 
part. | 
AN p here it is certain, That no moral or im- 
moral, good or bad action of the animal part can 
paſs without the cogniſance or knowledge of our 
eternal part, that muſt be conſcious of the act the 


other is about to perpetrate, if good the ſoul dic- 


tates it, if animal only, then it flows from the 


brutal part of us; but in both the one and the 


other, the ſoul, the angel, has the direCtorſhip, 
and muft, before the act paſſes, give its conſent. 
This being the caſe, it is indiſputably in the pow- 
er of the ſoul to chooſe one action before another, 
and to aſſent to this or that act about to be execu- 
ted; and there muſt be a ſort of diſpute betwixt 
the eternal part before the ſoul will conſent to any 
thing that is evil, which always flows from the 
animal part, according to that of St. Paul, I And 
a law in my members, (i. e. my animal part) that 
wars againft the law of my mind, (i. e. my ſpiri- 


tual part.) As then the ſoul has the power to 
- hinder, by the force of argument and perſuaſion, 


the body from committing thoſe crimes that are 
repugnant to the ſoul's celeſtial intereſt, the pu- 
niſhment of the body ſhould be only temporary, 

and 
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and that of the ſoul for an age. And as the ſoul, 
or apoſtate angel, by being impriſoned in the bo- 
dy, is a director to it, ſo the animal part ought in 
reaſon not to be puniſhed beyond its preſent dura- 
tion, for the reaſons already aſſigned. Conſequent 


of all this, it is natural and reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


that when the animal part of us dies, it fares with 
our bodies and animal life as with the bodies and 
animal life of the brutes. But as to our ſouls, or 
angels, they will be admitted into heaven if they 
have attained thoſe perfections pre-requiſite there- 
to; or be confined (after the expiration of the de- 
cree of incorporality) to this globe for an age as a 
puniſhment for their refuſal of the overtures of 
ſalvation and reſtoration made to them. 


THe laſt thing I ſhall take notice of under this 


head, is, St. Paul's argument in 2 Cor. v. which 


Dr. Felton ſays, is a rich and pregnant proof of 


C the reſurrection and glorification of the fame 
body.“ But, I judge, that it is a ſtrong proof 
the apoſtle never expected that the body (the pri- 
ſon of the ſoul) ſnould ever be admitted into hea- 
ven. For we know, ſays he, that if our earthly 


houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a 


building of God, an houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. So that it is plain, St. Paul was 
ſenſible, that till his body was diſſolved, his ſoul, 
or angel, could not be admitted into heaven: Bur 
we that are the TRUE diſciples know afſſuredly, that 
when our ſouls are freed from thele priſons, taber- 
nacles, or tents, ſhall have a celeſtial poſſeſſion for 
ever. This exactly correſponds with the words of 
our text, Now, 1 ſay Brethren, that fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven, ntither doth 

corruption 
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corruption inherit incorruption- The apoſtle makes 
uſe of the word , to ſignify to us of What 
little fignificance the body is, which is no better 
than a ſhadow, and compares it to a tent or hut, 
wherein a perſon takes a ſhort reſidence. The whole 
phraſe, 'Fv 1 eniye@& nw oitic 7% oxar@ xnaudy, 
ſhews plainly of what a trifling duration our bodies 
are, and that they are mere dunghils. St. Paul di- 
ſtinguiſhes the ſoul from it, by calling it, The 
building of God, and ſays, that it is eternal in du- 
ration. For in this (the body) we mourn earneſtly 
defiring to be clothed upon with our houſe, which is 
From heaveu. The word cee may more a- 
geeably to the foregoing verſe be rendered, Me 
earneftly mourn for, becauſe that as our bodies are 
there repreſented as of little conſequence, and our 
fouls as the eternal workmanſhip of God, St. Paul's 
argument is this: If theſe places of confinement 
“ wherein our ſouls are confined, were deſtroyed; 
* and we were in heaven, enjoying thoſe privi- 
c leges we loft, how happy would our caſe be! 
e and while we are thus confined how earneſtly do 
« we mourn.” The word 3:71:00 fignifies prin- 
cipality, region or ſtate; and the verb i >#0voac da 
may juſtly be rendered, to be contained or included 
in or within. And ſo the whole will read thus: 
For in this we earneftly mourn, hoping to be contain- 
ed in that flate in which we were in heaven. Which 
J thus paraphraſe : For in this fleſhy priſon we 
are abſent from the place of our natrvity, which 
is a continual grief to us, but through the goſpel 
. of ſalvation we hope to be freed from this bon- 
dage, and again to be ih poſſeſſion of our former 
felicity- For, argues the apoſtle. we that are in 
Hi; 
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this tabernacle do groan, being burdened. By the 
word þzg:veuzre/, the apoſtle repreſents our bodies, 
as loads and burdens grievous to be born, and 
ſays, that this load of mortality will be ſwallow- 
ed up of life. Therefore, fays he, we are always 
confident, knowing that whilft we are at home in 
the body, we are abſent from the Lord, 1. e. for 
this reaſon we are ſure, that whilſt we remain in 
| theſe priſons, which have here their being, we 


are abſent from thoſe places, ſtations and privi- 


leges we had in heaven betore our rebellion. And 


then he concludes, We are confident, I ſay, and 


rather willing to be abſent from the body, and to 
be preſent with the Lord. 

IT is plain from this paſſage of St. Paul, that 
the body is not the natural habitation of the foul, 
and that the ſoul is 1a 1t puniſhed, and that the 
future happineſs of the ſoul will confift in its be- 


ing freed from the body. And our author is 


pleaſed to allow ſomething like this, when he 
lays, „That the ſoul is often moſt vigorous, 


« when the body is weakeſt, and is then moſt 
5 lively when the body is neareft its diffolution,” 


If ſo: then certainly a ſeperate ſtate is more a- 
greeable to the principles and privileges of the 
ſoul, than a compound- ſtate of earth and ſpirit, 
And thus we are come to our third and laſt 


* head. 


III. To ſtate the ſcriptural doctrine of the re- 
ſurrection. No 


I nave elſewhere fully and unanſwerably 
proved, that the ſouls of men are the apoſtate 
angels, and being expelled heaven are and have 


F „ been 
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been, during the period of incorporality, in a 
ſtate of death, which is not a figurative ſaying, 
but a real truth. They were, for their offence, 
ſentenced to puniſhment, thrown out of the place 
of their nativity, expelled from the region natu- 
ral and compatible to their being, and confined to 
a place and ſtate every way repugnant thereto. In 
this ſtate of death the Eternal Word confines them 
to certain graves or ſepulchres, that is, bodies, 
for their puniſhment, probation and trial, and 
proclaims the decree and laws of their future re- 
conciliation, reſtoration and proper anaſtaſis in the 
place from whence they were ejected. Verily, 
verily, 1 ſay unto you, he that heareth my word, 
tath everlafiing life, and is palſed from DEATH 
unto LIFE. Tor the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in the 6RAaves fball hear his voice. 
And ſball come forth, they that have done good, un- 
ro the reſurrection of life, and they that have done 
evil to the reſurreftion of damnation. Verily, ve- 
rily, I ſay unto you, the hour is coming, and now 
15, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son 
of Goll, and they that hear ſhall live. Theſe ex- 
preſſions of our bleſſed Lord do not relate to the 
reſurrection and aſcenſion of our bodies into hea- 
ven, but to that of our ſouls, the apoſtate angels. 
For, 1. He that embraces the goſpel, is paſſed 
from the ſtate and degree of an apoſtate angel, 
and is become a ſon of God, i. e. has ſeen his 
crror, and role from the dead, has left the com- 
pany and ſociety of the wicked, and is attached 
to the ſociety of the /ivi/ng. This is meant by 
being paſſed from death unto life. Nay, theſe ex- 
Preſſions cannot relate to the body, becauſe it is 
evident, that the body does not, upon the ſoul's 
hearing 
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hearing the goſpel, paſs from death unto life, 
but the ſoul in a proper ſenſe may. 2. It is 
plain, that Chriſt means the apoſtate angels, be- 
cauſe, he ſays, The hour now is, when the dead 
ſhall hear the voice of the ſon of God, and they 
that hear ſhall live. The import of which words 
are: That as many of us the ancient inhabitants 
of heaven, and fellow citizens of the angels now 
in bliſs, who come ifito the terms of the period 
of the evangelical diſpenſation, ſhall thereby gain 
reſurrection and reſtoration to our former happy 
ſtate and condition. For by the werd Dead we 
cannot underſtand dead bodies hearing, becauſe 
It is naturally impoſſible they ſhould hear; but 
underſtanding the word to ſignify the apoſtate 
angels imbodied, all abſurdity vaniſhes at once. 
St. Peter alſo calls the apoſtate angels the Dead, 
as fully appears from 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. where 
the apoſtle ſays, That Chrift preached to the ſpirits 
in priſon ; which ſome time were diſobedient. 3. 
Our Saviour explains the matter, and tells us 
where the Dead are: The hour, ſays he, is com- 
ing, in the which all that are in the graves ſhall 
hear his voice; i. e. all the apofiate angels who 
are imbodied, impriſoned, intombed, ſhall hear 
his voice. Now, as I ſaid before, this expreſ- 
fron of the Dead cannot relate to the dead putrid 
bodies buried in the earth, becauſe it is impoſſi- 
ble for them to hear ; but the dead apoſtate an- 
gels in their graves, their bodies, are capable of 
hearing, and many of them do hear, the voice 
of Ci RIS, the proclaimer of redemption and 
reſtoration. And as many as lay hold of the 
terms of ſalvation they proceed directly to eter- 
nal bliſs, but thoſe who do not, incur the ſen- 

| F 2 tence 
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tence of condemnation, remain till apoſtate an- 
gels, and are in the fate of death, 

Tus far, I hope, we have eftabliſhed a pro- 
per reſurrection, and every way agreeable to our 
author's conceſſion, vis. * That ke who gerteth 
* up after he was down, and ſtandeth upon his 
legs after he had fallen, may properly be ſaid 
© to Tie again.“ For thus every apofate angel 
may in a real ſenſe be fi id, to get up after he was 
down, and to ſtand upon his lezs aſter he was 
fallen, when he has attained the ſtate from 
whence he was expelled. 


Ir will now be proper to take a view of the 
words of our text: And now, I ſay brethren, that 
fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven, neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

1. THE apotile poſitively ſays, that fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven ; from 
which expreſſion it is E to conclude, St. 
Paul aſſerts, That the bodies of men are inca- 
pable of an inheritance or vitality in the celeſtial 
orb. 1 ſay, incapable by nature, becauſe the 
nature of bodies is not compatible with the flate 
of heaven, therefore, I humbly conceive, the 

apoſtle uſes the verb, % u And the ſen- 
tence Will as juſtly bear this tranſlation as that 
our tranſlators have given them. Now this, I. ſay 
brethren, that it is not in the power of jleſh and 
blood to inherit the kingdom of heaven. 2. Saint 
Paul farther to inforce this grand truth, adds : 
Neither doth corruption inherit incorruption, i. e. 
Ic is ag impoſſible for human bodies to ſubſiſt in 
heaven, as it is that corruption ſhould be incor- 


ruptien „or incorruption corruption, And this 
he 
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he inforces, ver. 53. For, ſays he, this corrupti- 


ble (he means the body) muff put on incorruption, 
and this mortal muft put on immortality, i. e. this 
body muſt give place to the foul, which by na- 
ture is immortal; for, fays he, while we are in 
the fleſh, we are abſent from the Lord, 1. e. in the 
body no one can be preſent with the Lord. Thus 
the apoſtle firmly eftabliſhes this maxim, That the 
body goes not into heaven, but the ſoul only. 
Bur here ſome may ask, How then is life and 
immortality brought to light through the goſpel, fince 
the body becomes not immortal? I anſwer, That 
by the goſpel a certainty of the reſurrection of 
our ſouls 1s aſcertained to us, upon condition we 
embrace thoſe principles, which will entitle us 


to thoſe glorious privileges we of old had loft; 


for, as before that time this doctrine of the re- 
ſurrection and reſtoration of the ſoul to the place 
and region of bliſs from whence it fell, was, by 
the iniquities of thoſe ages totally loſt, or received 
but by few, and thoſe ſceptically too, this doc- 


trine revived, and made it the certain foundation 


of our preſent and future exalted hopes. Thus 
is life and immortality brought to light through the 
goſpel. | 


As to the order and manner of the reſurrecti- 
on, I ſhall only ſay here: Thar that foul, or apo- 
ſtate angel, who firſt becomes a fon of God, i. e. 
who has left the ſtate of his apoſtacy, and attain- 


ed thoſe perfections which are neceftary, he will, 


immediately upon the diſſolution of his body, be 
admitted into ſome ſuperior orb. This is highly 
reaſonable, and every way worthy of the Divine 


To 


Nature. 
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To conclude, Tas us alwa I aember he 
words of our apoſtle: Now, this I ſay brethren, 
that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
heaven, neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 
Let it teach us, not to look upon our bodies as an 
immortal part of us, and ſo inſtruct us to act in 
them, as may be for their comfort whilſt they 
exiſt, always remembering, that the reſurrection 
18 of che ſoul only, which we ought to take care 
to ſecure, by gaining thoſe perfections which 
will entitle us to an inheritance | in the manſions 


of bliß. 
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"Mp unto Him, who has opened to Us the door 
of reſforation, be aſcribed all hozour, might, 
power, majeſty and dominion, both now. and 
for evermore. 


B OOK 8 written 4 the ſome Author, „„ 
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| In Anſwer to Grounds and Reaſons, &c. Pr. 5 s. 
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